Surge amica mea, et veni

For mixed choir a cappella with divisi
Duration: approx. 4’00

Setting a text from the Song of Songs



About the work

Surge amica mea, et veni is a piece for mixed choir a cappella setting a text from the Bible’s
Song of Songs depicting the growing desire between two lovers as Spring comes.

The piece is divided into several parts, based on three different musical ideas. The first idea is
enigmatic and is used when the “amica” hears her lover’s voice. The second idea is more
rhythmic and should surprise the listener. It is used when the characters are describing actions,
i.e. when the lover is approaching, and when he tells his “amica’ that Winter has gone. Finally,
the third idea is based on unisons following a pentatonic scale and rich chords with divisi, with
the repetition of the word “Surge” (“Arise”) to transcribe the growing inclination between the
two lovers.

Text and translation (text adapted from Song of Songs 2:8-13)

Vox dilecti mei;

Ecce iste venit, saliens in montibus, transiliens colles.

En ipse stat post parietem nostrum, respiciens per fenestras, prospiciens per cancellos.
Ecce iste venit.

En dilectus meus loquitur mihi.

Surge amica mea, surge formosa mea, et veni:

Jam enim hiems transiit; imber abiit, et recessit.

Flores apparuerunt in terra nostra, tempus putationis advenit:
vineae florentes dederunt odorem suum; ficus protulit grossos suos.
Jam enim hiems transiit; imber abiit,

Surge amica mea, surge speciosa mea, et veni,

Surge, propera amica mea.

The voice of my beloved!

Behold, he comes, leaping over the mountains, bounding over the hills.

Behold, there he stands behind our wall, gazing through the windows, looking through the
lattice.

Behold, he comes!

My beloved speaks and says to me:

"Arise, my love, my beautiful one, and come away.

For behold, the winter is past; the rain is over and gone.

Flowers appear on the earth, the time of singing has come.

The blossoming vines spread their fragrance, and the fig tree forms its early fruits.
For behold, the winter is past; the rain is over.

Arise, my love, my beautiful one, my darling, and come away!

Arise, come, my love."



For mixed choir a cappella with divisi / Duration: approx. 4'00

Surge amica mea, et veni

Adapted from Song of Songs (2:8-13) Aurélien Hallopeau
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Cheerful and energetic (J = 70-72)
Rhythmic and with well-pronounced consonants
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a tempo animating - - - - - - - - - - poco rit.
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Cheerful and energetic (- = 70-72)

41 f Rhythmic and with well-pronounced consonants
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