
 



PRIME RAPPRESENTAZIONI  & ESECUZIONI 
 

3 May 1704 Heinrich Ignaz Franz von Biber dies in Salzburg, aged 59 years, eight 

months, and 22 days. 

 

3 May 1764 Francesco Algarotti dies  of consumption in Pisa, aged 51 years, four 

months and 22 days.  His mortal remains will be buried in Campo Santo Cemetery, 

Pisa. 

 

3 May 1792 Symphony no.97 by Joseph Haydn (60) is performed for the first time, in 

London.  (This could by May 4) 

 

3 May 1825 Le maçon, an opéra comique by Daniel-François-Esprit Auber (43) to 

words of Scribe and Delavigne, is performed for the first time, in Théâtre Feydeau, 

Paris. 

 

3 May 1830 Manon Lescaut, a ballet by Fromental Halévy (30) to a scenario by 

Scribe and Aumer after Prévost, is performed for the first time, at the Paris Opéra.  It 

enjoys a good success. 

 

3 May 1831 Zampa, ou La fiancée de marbre, an opéra comique by Ferdinand Hérold 

(40) to words of Mélesville, is performed for the first time, at the Théâtre de 

Ventadour, Paris. 

 

3 May 1835 The Gazette musicale publishes the first of six installments of Franz 

Liszt’s (23) “On the Situation of Artists and Their Condition in Society.”  It is 

actually co-authored by Marie d’Agoult. 

 

3 May 1849 The citizenry of Dresden attempt to storm the city’s arsenal.  Militia 

called out to repel them join the people.  Fearing this possibility, militia commanders 

have not issued ammunition.  Saxon troops fire on this unarmed mob who respond 

with stones.  Robert (38) and Clara (29) Schumann return from a day in the country 

to find the city in revolution. 

 

3 May 1856 Adolph-Charles Adam dies in Paris, aged 52 years, eight months and 

nine days. 

 

3 May 1857 Ewas Kleines op.190, a polka française by Johann Strauss (31), is 

performed for the first time, in Ungers Casino, Vienna. 

 

3 May 1861 Anthony Philip (Anton Philipp) Heinrich dies in New York City, aged 

80 years, one month and 22 days. 



3 May 1864 As Gioachino Rossini (72) seeks out Giacomo Meyerbeer in Paris he 

learns of the latter’s death and faints on the spot.  He is unconscious for ten minutes.  

Later, Rossini will compose a Chant funèbre. After a search of nearly two months, 

Franz Seraph von Pfistermeister, cabinet secretary to King Ludwig II of Bavaria, 

catches up to Richard Wagner (50) in Stuttgart and conveys the king’s wish that 

Wagner come to Munich at once.  Later in the day, Wagner learns of the death of 

Meyerbeer.  He takes the coincidence of these two “happy” events as an omen of 

good fortune. 

 

3 May 1866 Edvard Grieg (22) reaches Berlin from Leipzig.  While in the city he 

buys a copy of Berlioz’ (62) book on orchestration.  While in the music store he asks 

for his own Humoresques but is told that the composer has so many friends in Berlin 

that they are sold out. 

 

3 May 1880 Books 3 and 4 of the Hungarian Dances WoO1 for piano four hands by 

Johannes Brahms (46) are performed for the first time, in Mehlem, near Bonn, by the 

composer and Clara Schumann (60). 

 

3 May 1883 Arthur Sullivan (40) receives a letter from Prime Minister Gladstone 

offering him a knighthood.  He will accept. 

 

3 May 1887 The mortal remains of Gioachino Rossini (†18), having been removed 

from Paris, are entombed in Santa Croce, Florence after a ceremonial trip through the 

city amidst thousands of admirers. Music of Richard Wagner (†4) is staged in Paris 

for the first time since his death with a production of Lohengrin at the Eden-Théâtre.  

Among the audience are Gabriel Fauré (41), Ernest Chausson (32), and Claude 

Debussy (24).  Conductor Charles Lamoreux has been publicly accused of being a 

German agent.  A riot takes place outside the theatre with several hefty projectiles 

thrown at the building, breaking windows.  Numerous arrests ensue. 

O Praise the Lord of Heaven op.27, for soprano, chorus, and orchestra by Charles 

Villiers Stanford (34) to words of the Psalms, is performed for the first time, in 

Manchester. 

 

3 May 1893 Hora novissima op.30, an oratorio by Horatio Parker (29) to words of de 

Morlaix, is performed for the first time, in New York, the composer conducting.  It is 

an unbounded success and secures Parker’s reputation. 

 

3 May 1898 Two Madrigals for chorus by Albert Roussel (29) are performed for the 

first time, in the Salle Pleyel, Paris conducted by the composer. 

 

3 May 1901 Albert Carré, director of the Opéra-Comique, gives Claude Debussy (38) 

a written understanding that he will stage Pelléas et Mélisande. 

 



3 May 1905 Fea y con gracia, a zarzuela by Joaquín Turina (22) to words of S. and J. 

Alvárez Quintero, is performed for the first time, in Teatro Moderna, Madrid. 

 

3 May 1911 Alban Berg (26) marries Helene Nahowski, the daughter of an Austrian 

civil servant.  The bride’s father is so opposed to the marriage (on the grounds of 

Berg’s ill health and lack of profession) that as a condition of his consent, the couple 

must become Protestant, in order to facilitate a divorce.  They will return to 

Catholicism and remarry in the Church before Berg enters the army in 1915. 

By a unanimous decision of the judges, Mona by Horatio Parker (47) is chosen as the 

winner of a contest sponsored by the Metropolitan Opera of New York for an opera 

in English composed by a native-born American.   

 

3 May 1913 Violin Sonata no.1 op.3  by Darius Milhaud (20) is performed for the 

first time, in Paris.  The composer plays first violin. 

 

3 May 1916 The second and third parts of The Spirit of England op.80, for solo 

voice, chorus, and orchestra by Edward Elgar (58) to words of Binyon, are performed 

for the first time, in Leeds, the composer conducting.   

 

3 May 1917 An evening devoted entirely to the music of Ernst Bloch (36) takes place 

in Carnegie Hall, New York.  It includes the premieres of Schelomo for cello and 

orchestra, the Israel Symphony for two sopranos, two altos, bass, and orchestra, and 

three psalm settings:  22, 114, and 137.  The composer conducts the symphony. 

 

3 May 1919 Ballata and Ballabile for cello and orchestra op.160 by Charles Villiers 

Stanford (66) is performed for the first time, in Wigmore Hall, London.  This is in a 

piano reduction.   

 

The String Quartet op.83 and the Piano Quintet op.84 by Edward Elgar (61) are 

performed for the first time, in a private performance at the home of Leo Schuster.   

 

3 May 1920 Piano Sonata no.1 by Ernst Krenek (19) is performed for the first time, 

in Salzburg. 

 

3 May 1921 Symphony no.4 for chamber ensemble op.74 by Darius Milhaud (28) is 

performed for the first time, in Paris. 

 

3 May 1926 Canto a Sevilla for voice and orchestra by Joaquin Turina (43) to words 

of San Roman, is performed for the first time, in Teatro San Fernando, Seville. 

 

3 May 1928 George Gershwin (29) and Alban Berg (43) meet for the first time, in 

Vienna. Maurice Martenot demonstrates his new instrument, the Ondes musicales, at 

the Paris Opéra 



3 May 1929 Concert champêtre for harpsichord and orchestra by Francis Poulenc 

(30) is performed publicly for the first time, in the Salle Pleyel, Paris. 

 

3 May 1931 Cris du monde, a stage oratorio by Arthur Honegger (39) to words of 

Bizet, is performed for the first time, in Solthurn. 

 

3 May 1935 The Société Musicale Indépéndente gives its last concert, in Paris. 

Four Canonic Choruses by William Schuman (24) to words of Millay, Cullen, 

Sandburg, and Tennyson, are performed for the first time, in New York. 

 

3 May 1940 Shoonthree for band by Henry Cowell (43) is performed for the first 

time, in Mansfield, Pennsylvania. 

 

3 May 1941 Leonard Bernstein (22) graduates from the Curtis Institute of Music in 

Philadelphia with a diploma in conducting. 

 

3 May 1942 An Organ Sonata by Ernst Krenek (41) is performed for the first time, in 

Vassar College Chapel, Poughkeepsie, New York. 

 

3 May 1943 William Schuman (32) turns on his radio at home to hear news about the 

fighting in Tunisia.  Instead, he learns that he has won the first Pulitzer Prize in 

Music for his Secular Cantata no.2, A Free Song. See 26 March 1943. The first and 

fourth movements of American Melting Pot for chamber orchestra by Henry Cowell 

(46) are performed for the first time, in Carnegie Chamber Hall, New York. 

 

3 May 1945 Dark Brother for baritone, viola, chromelodeon, kithara, and Indian 

drum by Harry Partch (43) to words of Wolfe, is performed for the first time, in 

Madison, Wisconsin.  Also premiered is Partch’s I’m very happy to be able to tell 

you about this... for soprano, baritone, kithara, and Indian drum. 

 

3 May 1947 Night Journey, a ballet by William Schuman (36) to a scenario by 

Graham, is performed for the first time, at Sanders Theatre, Harvard University. 

3 May 1948 Walter Piston (54) wins the Pulitzer Prize in Music for his Symphony 

no.3.   

 

3 May 1949 Rondó sobre temas infantiles argentinos op.19 for piano by Alberto 

Ginastera (33) is performed for the first time, in Buenos Aires. 

 

3 May 1951 Royal Festival Hall is opened in London with a gala performance in the 

presence of King George VI. 

 

 

 



3 May 1952 The Unforgettable Year 1919, a film with music by Dmitri Shostakovich 

(45), is shown for the first time. Doce canciones españolas for voice and piano by 

Joaquín Rodrigo (50) is performed for the first time, in the Ataneo de Madrid.  Also 

premiered is Rodrigo’s Dos canciones sefardies del siglo XV for chorus to 

anonymous words. Romance in Db for harmonica, strings and piano by Ralph 

Vaughan Williams (79) is performed for the first time, in Town Hall, New York. 

 

3 May 1960 Trio concertante for clarinet, trumpet, trombone, and band by TJ 

Anderson (31) is performed for the first time, in Langston, Oklahoma. 

 

3 May 1965 O Holy Ghost, a motet for chorus by Ernst Krenek (64) to words of 

Donne, is performed for the first time, in Berlin. 

 

3 May 1966 Ambages for flute by Roger Reynolds (31) is performed for the first 

time, in Tokyo. 

 

3 May 1968 Nore for cello and piano by Isang Yun (50) is performed for the first 

time, in Bremen. 

 

3 May 1969 Sonata for violin and piano op.134 by Dmitri Shostakovich (62) is 

performed publicly for the first time, in Moscow Conservatory Bolshoy Hall by 

David Oistrakh and Sviatoslav Richter.   

 

 


